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9.    Pratapgad.
Pratapgad, one of the famous forts of
Shivaji, is  eight miles  west   of  Mahabale-
shwar.   It is 3,543 feet above sea-level.   It is
built on a range which forms the spur of the
Mahableshwar hills and separates the villa-
ges of Par and Kineshwar.    The situation of
the fort is strategically important as it fully
commands  the  high  way  to  the Konkan.
There is not a single pass between Pratap-
gad and  the   neighbouring   hills,  which is
unprotected and easily accessible.    Shivaji
pitched  upon  the  high  commanding and
flat-topped   rock   to  secure   access   to his
territories  on .the  Nira and the   Koyana,
and to strengthen the defences of the Par
Pass, which was the only practicable route
for  carrying   cattle   and guns   in   ancient
times.    The original name of this hill was
Dhorapya  Dongar.     It   was   in the posses-
sion of   the   Shirkes  and  the  Mores,   the
Maratha rulers of the Konkan.    After the
conquest of the kingdom of Chandra Rao
More, Shivaji undertook the work of forti-
fying this   hill   fort   and    entrusted it  to
his faithful Brahmin officer,  Moro  Trimai
Pingle,   who   afterwards rose to great dis-
tinction and became the Prime Minister of
Shivaji.   More Trimai Pingle completed this
work   satisfactorily  in  1656.     He   built  a